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In a report issued on Oct. 2, the office of the Human Rights Ombudsman (Procuraduria de los
Derechos Humanos de El Salvador, PDHES) expressed its concern over the recent increase in
violent common crime and in politically motivated violence. The report, which covers the period
from May through August of this year, indicates that Salvadorans filed over 400 complaints of
human rights violations with the PDHES during this period (for previous PDHES report see
NotiSur 05/07/93). The Ombudsman's office was set up as an autonomous government organization
under terms of the 1992 Salvadoran peace accords. The office is currently headed by Carlos
Molina. According to the report, complaints received during the May-August period ranged
from violations by authorities of due process rights and of individual freedoms, and violations of
the right to life and personal integrity. "The Ombudsman's office has corroborated the serious
deterioration of public security and the gross inefficiency of the programs carried out by the state
in order to resolve security issues faced by the population," stated the report. "Organized political
violence has greatly aggravated the existing public security problem, at a time when the electoral
campaign is just around the corner." Other points contained in the report include: * Individuals
affiliated with leftist organizations continue to be the victims of arbitrary detentions and death
threats by right wing death squads. * Impunity for those who violate human rights continues
to be the norm in El Salvador. According to the PDHES, continued impunity constitutes the
single most important barrier to improving respect for human rights in the country. * The report
expressed concern over the dramatic increase in robberies committed on roads and highways
in rural areas. In many cases, investigations have determined that these assaults are carried out
by heavily armed groups of former army troops and former rebel combatants. * International
narcotics trafficking organizations continue to expand their presence in the country. Among other
recommendations to the government, the Ombudsman's office urged elaboration of legislation
aimed at improving efficiency of the judicial system, as well as strict new gun control laws. (Source:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/02/93)
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